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Breeding bulbuls in Zoological and Botanical Garden Plzen

Tomáš Peš
Zoologická a botanická zahrada města Plzně, p.o.
Pod Vinicemi 9
CZ-30116 Plzeň Tschechien

A Historical overview of breeding bulbuls in the Zoological and 
Botanical Garden Plzen is given. Since 1999 twenty-two taxa of 
Pycnonotidae family were kept there. Eleven taxa were held in pairs, 
all others only as single birds or groups of the same sex. A good 
number of birds were imported from the wild through pet trade 
until the end of 2003. So many of the birds are in fact determined to 
subspecies level and kept so far as pure subspecies. Ten taxa (91 %) 
were successfully bred. From 342 hatched bulbuls 194 fledged (57 %). 
Six bulbul forms bred in the second generation.

Offspring of seven taxa (167 specimens) were exported to other 
zoological garden collections. Very few institutions reported breeding 
with our birds: only three Hypsipetes leucocephalus (Leipzig, Ostrava, 
Praha), one Pycnonotus atriceps (Walsrode), one P. barbatus layardi
(Leipzig) and two P. jocosus (Ostrava, Praha). Also only three private 
breeders reported breeding of P. jocosus, P. barbatus layardi and 
P.cafer.

For long-term breeding programs cooperation among interested 
parties is necessary. Even quite easily bred species are difficult to 
maintain by a small number of breeders only. Small numbers of foun-
ders should not be such a problem. Much worse is loosing of interest 
during time by many breeders and close-down of aviaries and bree-
ding facilities in zoos. 

The next step – breeding threatened taxa - should be prepaired as 
long-term project always with the vision of future reintroduction un-
der rules of IUCN.

The threatened songbirds of South East Asia focus group (EAZA, 
ZGAP and Birdlife International) met in Plzen on 30th and 31th May 
2012. The Straw-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus zeylanicus was chosen as 
potential species for near future work in Cikananga Wild Animal Res-
cue Centre in Sukabumi, West Java. Good breeding results with Black-
winged Starling Sturnus melanopterus and Sumatran Laughingthrush 



48

Tomáš Peš:  Breeding bulbuls in Zoological and Botanical Garden Plzen

Garrulax bicolor there resulted already in reintroduction of starlings in 
the wild. Plzen garden supports the Cikananga station both personal-
ly and financially through ZGAP.


